
Global Entry vs. TSA PreCheck: 
Application, Cost & Eligibility Explained 

 

Choosing the right trusted traveler program can make airport security and international travel 
much easier. When comparing global entry vs tsa precheck, the main difference is where 
each program helps travelers save time. TSA PreCheck focuses primarily on expedited airport 
security in the United States, while Global Entry is designed for faster processing when entering 
the U.S. after international travel and also includes TSA PreCheck benefits. 

What Is Global Entry? 
Global Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Trusted Traveler Program for 
pre-approved, low-risk travelers. Members can receive expedited processing when arriving in 
the United States from international destinations. Eligible members can also receive TSA 
PreCheck benefits for eligible domestic flights. 

Global Entry can be particularly useful for frequent international travelers. Instead of going 
through the standard immigration process every time, approved members can use designated 
Global Entry processing options at participating U.S. airports. 

https://www.esyflyhub.com/blog/which-is-better-tsa-precheck-or-global-entry


What Is TSA PreCheck? 
TSA PreCheck is designed to make airport security screening faster and more convenient. 
Eligible travelers can use dedicated PreCheck lanes at participating airports and generally 
experience a simpler screening process than travelers using standard security lanes. 

For many frequent domestic travelers, TSA PreCheck can be a practical choice because its 
primary benefit is received before departure rather than after returning from an international trip. 

Global Entry vs TSA PreCheck: Cost 
One important factor in the global entry vs tsa precheck comparison is the application fee. 
CBP's current information lists the Global Entry application fee at $120, with membership 
generally lasting five years. 

TSA PreCheck fees can vary depending on the enrollment provider and enrollment option. TSA 
advises applicants to check its current PreCheck fee information before applying because fees 
may be reviewed and adjusted. 

Because Global Entry includes TSA PreCheck eligibility for approved members, international 
travelers may find Global Entry more valuable despite its higher application cost. 

Eligibility Requirements 
Global Entry eligibility is broader for certain international applicants. U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents can apply, along with citizens of certain participating countries. India is 
currently among the countries whose citizens can apply for Global Entry, subject to the 
applicable requirements and vetting process. 

TSA PreCheck eligibility is generally available to U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, and lawful 
permanent residents who meet the program's requirements. Applicants must pass the required 
security threat assessment. 

Eligibility is not guaranteed simply because an applicant meets the citizenship or residency 
requirements. Background information and other factors can affect approval. 

How to Apply for Global Entry 
The Global Entry application begins through the Trusted Traveler Programs system. Applicants 
create an account, complete the application, pay the required fee, and wait for CBP's review. 



If conditionally approved, the applicant can schedule an interview at an enrollment center. CBP 
may also offer Enrollment on Arrival at participating locations, allowing eligible travelers to 
complete the interview process when returning to the United States. 

Indian citizens have an additional process involving information and background verification 
through India's Passport Seva system. CBP notes that Indian government vetting can take 
considerably longer, potentially delaying final Global Entry approval. 

How to Choose Between the Two 
The best choice depends on your travel habits. If you mostly take domestic flights and rarely 
travel internationally, TSA PreCheck may provide the benefits you need. If you frequently travel 
internationally, Global Entry can be more useful because it provides expedited U.S. entry and 
includes TSA PreCheck eligibility. 
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